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SCATTERSHOTS 
From the Prez  

 
The first three months of this year have been busy for our club.  Fly
classes with Shannon Sherrod and Rod building classes with Doug
A special thanks to you guys for conducting classes that were enjoy
who attended.  Work Shop was a huge success again this year.  The
sunny and warm for the first weekend of March and Kurth Lake wa
place for the day’s activities.  The cooks for breakfast and lunch di
outstanding job as the two teams seem to always do.  Thanks to Ke
for lunch and Bill and Linda for breakfast.  The evening meal, as u
enjoyed by all.  Our club has great cooks who supply food for our “

dinners.  The high light of the day and evening were the programs given by Marc Pinsel.  Ma
innovative tyer of Bass and Saltwater flies and proved it with the new Bass flies he tied.  I un
Buddy has tied a few and caught several fish proving they do work for our local waters. In th
Marc demonstrated the use of two handed fly rods.  This is a new concept to fly fishing in th
usually associate this style of rod with salmon fishing but he proved to us they have a place i
as well as some fresh water applications.  After dinner Marc shared his experiences while fis
England, included were some of the problems associated with international travel.   
 
March 13 our club participated in Fly Fish Texas.  I understand it was the largest show ever;
should have a full report at the May meeting. 
 
Spring Rendezvous was held at Lake Bistineau March 19, 20, and 21.  This year most of the 
involved tying flies and learning about salt water locations to fly fish, in and around the Lake
area.  Ron Begnaud, a guide on Lake Calcasieu gave a slide presentation on fishing the lake 
areas.  With all the activities of the last few weeks little time was left to fish, but spring has a
this should change in the next few weeks. 
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FLY FISH TEXAS 

By Walter McLendon 
  

We just completed our fifth annual Fly Fish Texas show http://flyfishtexas.org in the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center (TFFC) in Athens. We had a record 1496 people attend including 83 volunteers (55 
from Texas and 2 from Louisiana fly fishing clubs). The Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
provides TFFC to us at no cost, plus many TPWD employees to assist in the show each year. Five TFFC 
staff personnel meet with us to plan each show. They invite vendors and setup everything so that all we 
have to do is show up on a Saturday morning to fill our duty positions and they assist in checking in our 
volunteers, manning entry gates and signup booths, and some actually teach classes with us. We, in turn, 
invite our speakers and club volunteers to do many functions during the show. Clubs are allowed to 
provide classes, programs or seminars of their choice. Speakers donate their time and travel expenses 
because this show is a public fly fishing outreach event. We offer the fly tyer’s roundtable, fly tying 
classes, casting classes of any level, kayak tryouts, fishing in a quarter mile long fishing stream and two 
ponds stocked with trout, bass and sunfish and the TPWD Angler Education program where Youth Fly 
Fishing Basic Level and Intermediate classes are taught.  
  
TPWD trained over 10,000 young anglers between Sep 02 & Sep 03. We have over 30 TPWD Certified 
Angler Education Instructors in our program, all from Texas clubs. These instructors are eligible to join 
in any TPWD teaching programs all over Texas, as well as, plan and organize their own classes with 
complete TPWD support. Instructors who qualify are given the opportunity to become Angler Education 
(AED) Area Chiefs to train other AED instructors, hold workshops and support angler education in their 
communities. We taught 72 kids to fly fish during this show. Each student received a TWPD certificate 
and a lapel pin upon completion of their 2 ½ hour class. We rotate five, 30-minute stations of up to 10 
kids each during the 2 ½ hour sessions. Anywhere from 2 to about 7 volunteers man each station. Kids 
learn all aspects of fly fishing at the basic level to introduce them to our sport. They learn about 
equipment, knot tying, fly tying, safety, ethics, aquatic ecosystem/fish biology, fish behavior and 
casting. Our intermediate classes add more tackle information, more knots, 2 flies tied, more aquatic 
information, fishing regulations, safe handling of fish, more casting, shooting line and more fish 
behavior. Intermediate students are prepared to fly fish. All classes emphasize hands-on instruction and 
very little lecture. Normal TPWD classes run 45-minute stations or 3 to 4 hour classes but our show is 
squeezed for time because we provide two classes during the day.    
  
TFFC provides all our volunteers with lunch and we try to schedule volunteers to have ample time to 
take advantage of show activities during the day. I think most volunteers have a very positive experience 
and want to return the next year to do it again. Our five shows have been a learning experience for all of 
us and we strive to make each show better than the last. Last year TFFC added the fishing stream, 
complete with sidewalks and foot-bridges for easy access and this year, if they can raise the funds, hope 
to build a new fly fishing pavilion similar to our Angler’s Pavilion, which will enable us to provide more 
activities. We have a great relationship with TPWD where we are all dedicated to expanding fly fishing 
in Texas.  

http://flyfishtexas.org/


OUTINGS AND EVENTS 
By Ken Baker 

  
Two of my favorite events in the PWFF have come and gone.  If you missed either one of them, you 
missed a very informative and enjoyable time. 
  
The first was the annual Fly Fishing Workshop that was held at the staff house at Kurth Lake. Our guest 
was Marc Pinsel and what he contributed to the event was worth it, if nothing else had happened.  He 
not only demonstrated tying Salmon flies that would work on Bass, but he also demonstrated casting the 
new Spey Rods, and even found time to win our casting contest that was of course set up by our own Jay 
Renken.  Marc also donated some flies and a beautiful table piece for our auction.  And the cost for this 
was almost nothing, gas money .  Thanks a lot Marc. 
  
We also had a lot of items donated by our members for the silent auction, raffles and of course our 
auction that night.  Also many items were given away as door prizes, which were available for just being 
in attendance.  And of course great food.  Bill Heugel and Linda McLendon provided breakfast tacos; 
Jay Renken and I cooked hamburgers and hotdogs for lunch, and the regular covered dish meal at night 
with the barbeque furnished by the club and Jimmy and Pam Lee. 
  
Plus there was all kinds of information passed around all day from everyone. I hope if you missed it, you 
will plan to come next year. Of course the money made from this goes to provide the funds for our tying 
classes , etc for you at no cost, or at least very little cost. 
  
The other event is the FLYFISH TEXAS DAY at Athens.  Many of our PWFF club members have 
helped with this event since its beginning and frankly we would hate to miss it. And of course our own 
Walter McLendon has a lot to do with the operation of this event. 
  
There is a lot of fly tying, casting instruction, clinics of several kinds, etc.  And this year we even had 
sunshine. 
  
Once again I would urge you to place this on your calendar for next year. 

 
_______________________________________________ 

 
OUTINGS 

By Buddy Price 
 

We have two outings planned for the month of April. The first is an Urban Outing on a lake located 
within the city limits of Lufkin on April 19th . This outing will be limited in number so you must call or 
email first and have me confirm back to you.  At this time the outing will start at 6pm and last until it’s 
too dark to fish any more. We will meet at my house and walk to the lake. This lake has abundant bream 
and bass as well as some grass carp that might surprise you. I’ve caught bass up to 7 pounds but 1-2 
pound bass are common. 
 
The second outing is April 23-25 at Beaver’s Bend near Broken Bow Oklahoma. Some of us will go up 
early on Thursday which is the stocking day. But fishing should be good all weekend, although a bit 
crowded.  I plan to camp at the state park but if someone wants to organize a cabin or hotel lodging, let 
me know and I’ll pass it on. This is a great place to catch some stocked trout and visit a place that is 
quite pretty this time of year. 
 



SPRING RENDEZVOUS 
by Walter McLendon 

  
Another successful Spring Rendezvous under our belt. We had 19 attend this year which covered our 
expenses and allowed most families to have a private cabin each. Ron Begnaud, past president of the 
Lake Charles Contraband Fly Fishers, came to give a slide program on red fishing the marshes around 
Lake Charles. We really enjoyed the presentation and learning about the great potentials for fishing 
there. Everyone poured over Top Spot maps and aerial photos to identify just where Ron guides for reds 
and specs.  
  
We had great food to eat and share and there were plenty of flies being tied, traded and given away as 
usual. As we all were loaded up to leave on Sunday afternoon, we gathered around the lake shore to 
watch the bass bedding up. Bill Heugel made a statement that Rendezvous must be exactly like what 
was happening when the Federation of Fly Fishers was formed years ago, (1965) when fly fishing clubs 
met to fish together on the west coast. I had not thought about that before but I would agree. Rendezvous 
represents a tradition since about 1989 where a few members from our club first met to fish with some 
members of the North Louisiana Fly Fishers and the annual event just kept on growing to now including 
from 60 to 65 members from many clubs in both states. We have no rules, no agendas, nothing but just 
doing what you choose. When I look at the individuals and families attending Rendezvous, I see very 
happy people comfortably sharing their weekend. In fact, it could not be any more comfortable or 
enjoyable. Linda and I love it and look forward to the next gathering each year. Having both a Spring 
and Fall Rendezvous doubles our fun. I regret that I did not take a camera so I could update our website 
http://flyfishtexas.org/indexSR.htm but I have the pictures there from last year, not much changed.  

____________________________________________________ 
 

CONSERVATION IN THE PWFF 
By Ken Baker 

 
I just read an article about a 500,000 fish kill in Lake Texoma, caused by a toxin from Golden Algae.  
Most of the fish were threadfin shad, but there were also bass , gar, crappie and bluegill killed.  The only 
things happy about this kill are the birds, eagles, pelicans and gulls who are getting fat from eating the 
dead fish. 
  
Officials are not too worried if the algae remains where it is on the lake, however they say that if it 
spreads over the lake there could be real trouble. They also say that they can't contain the blooms with 
spraying,  it would also kill the other algae, which could cause other problems.  As cold weather seems 
to bring this algae on, they are hoping the warmer weather will bring it to an end.  Since 2001 golden 
algae has affected 23 reservoirs and lakes. 
  
I don't know of any lakes in our area that has this problem, but I have heard Royce Feaster talk about it 
affecting lakes in his hometown of Colorado City, Texas, which is in Mitchell county in west Texas. 
  
This is just one more thing fisherman are faced with in pursuit of our pastime of fishing.  Maybe 
something will be found to fight this problem in the near future.  Let's hope the cure is not worse than 
the ill. This is the lake where the giant catfish was caught recently and is now on display in Athens. 
  
In the meantime, I will end by saying as always " A BAD DAY FISHING BEATS A GOOD DAY 
WORKING". 
 

 
 

http://flyfishtexas.org/indexSR.htm


2004 FLY FISHING WORKSHOP AT KURTH LAKE 
 
 
 

 

Ken Baker at the Lunch Table 

Jimmy and Walter Auctioning Items 

Pot Luck Dinner 
 
Marc Pinsel demonstrating two 
handed spey rod. 
 
Jay Renken trying the spey rod. 

Salmon Style Bass Streamer by 
Marc Pinsel. 



 
 

 
  

 
Here
As d
In w
He t
brea
He f
Dea
 
WRI
DUM
QUO
THE 

 

 
“I fish because I love to; because I love the
environs where trout are found, which are
invariably beautiful…and , finally not because I
regard fishing as being so terribly important but
because I suspect that so many of the other
concerns of men are equally important – and
not nearly so much fun.” 
 
ROBERT TRAVER 
ANATOMY OF A FISHERMAN (1964) 

 

-THE LITERARY FISHERMAN- 

 lies poor Thompson, all alone, 
ead and cold as any stone. 
ading in the river Nith, 
ook a cold, which stopp’d his 
th. 
ish’d the stream for ten years past, 
th caught him in his net at last. 

TTEN ON A TOMBSTONE IN 
PHRIES, ENGLAND. 
TED BY TIM BENN IN 
(ALMOST) COMPLEAT ANGLER  (1988)
Cartoon by Mike Croft 



 

Calendar 
 
April 6  PWFF Meeting, Lufkin Mall 
April 19  Urban Outing, Buddy Price leader 
April 24  Beaver’s Bend Outing 
April 30  Smallmouth Rendezvous. See Walter 

McLendon or Bill Heugel for info. 
May 4  PWFF Meeting, Lufkin Mall 
May 8  Heugel Haus Outing 
May 14  Southeast Conclave, Gulf Shores 
May 22  Houston County Lake 
June 1  PWFF Meeting, Lufkin Mall 
June 5  Tag Team Tournament 
 
 

REMEMBER 
MARK YOUR CALENDER FOR OUR CLUB MEETINGS ON THE FIRST 
TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH , 7:00 P.M. IN THE LUFKIN ROOM 

AT LUFKIN MALL. 
 

 
 

PINEYWOODS FLY FISHERS 
INFO 

 
The Pineywoods Fly 

Fishers monthly 
newsletter needs your 

help. Otherwise we’l l  run 
out of material  to print.  

 
Please send your art icles,  

photos,  and any other 
material  that might be of 
interest to other members 
to the editor,  Buddy Price 
(email  bprice@lcc.net)  If 

you don’t have email ,  
send it  by fax to (936) 

to 103 Suntory Way, 
Lufkin,  TX  75901. I can 
can photos for use in the

newsletter and return 

633-1429 or by snai l  mail  

s

them to you. 
 

All  art icles,  photographs, 
and newsworthy events 
are appreciated. If you 

organizations that our 
members would l ike to 

know about,  send it  in so 

know of any upcoming 
events by other clubs or 

we can be kept informed. 

month, preferably earl ier 
than that.  

 
Information for art icles 
should be submitted no 

later than the 25t h  of each 

 

 
The Pineywoods Fly 

at 

termc/. 

WEBSITE INFO 

Fishers OnLine is located 

http://home.sprynet.com/~wal

Come visit us there! 

PPIINNEEYYWWOOOODDSS  FFLLYY  FFIISSHHEERRSS  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP   
 
You are invited to join the Pineywoods Fly Fishers. Attend one of our
meetings or you can mail this application to Pineywoods Fly Fishers, P.O.
Box 153651, Lufkin, TX 75915-3651. Dues are $15.00 per year for members
who get the newsletter by email; $20.00 per year for mailed newsletters; and
$10.00 per year for students. 
 
NAME   _____________________________________________ 
ADDRESS  _____________________________________________ 
  ______________________________________________ 
PHONE ________________ EMAIL _______________________ 

  
PWFF is affiliated with the national Federation of Fly Fishers. Membership in the FFF is 
encouraged and benefits the club but is not required.  

  

mailto:bprice@lcc.net
http://home.sprynet.com/~waltermc/
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